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... to the Jew first and also to the Greek. Romans 1: 16

G-d's Plan
Course Outline

This is a twelve week course which can be taught as a Sunday School course or at
any other time. The lessons will bring you to a knowledge of Judaism and the Jewish
people and is primarily designed to help you learn about the roots of your faith and how
you can witness more effectively to a Jewish person. You will also develop a deeper
yearning for the word ofG-d than you ever had before. You wi11leam things in the New
Testament that used to baffle you. For instance, did you know that the name, Barabbas, in
Hebrew, means Son of the Father. So, in John 18:40, when the crowd is shouting, "Give
us Barabbas," they are actually shouting, «give us the Son of the Father."

I will teach this class at your Church or in your home and to any size group. I
believe that I have been called to do this. It is important to learn about Israel as the future
lies there and the hour is short. I do not ask for. anything from you except your attention. I
provide all the weekly handouts which consist of weekly outlines and Bible verses, a few
diagrams, a vocabulary list and a bibliography. I was saved in 1988 and I am Jewish. You
will find this to be a truly outstanding learning experience.

Week by Week:

Introduction: Israel, the first of nations; to the Jew first; Israel's calling; Israel's dilemma;
and, what's in a name. ,
Messiah' Who is the Jewish Messiah; What the R'~bbis say; King of the Jews- a Jewish
look at Matthew.
As Foretold' Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah.
Jewish ffistory 101' From 22,50Be to 425 AD.
The Bible' Putting the pieces of our Bible] together; Translations (Development of the
Bible); Rashi &;Messianic Prophecy Interpretation (How they took Messiah out of the
Jewish Bible); jeWish Law.~~ :~:r!'Fifth to 19th Centuries; The Holocaust.': . = i=1 and Do' The divisions of Judaism; Jewish Doctrine; Customs and

.•l ~ ,• , ....

Practices; the'Synagogu~;·i.
what Jews Do' Prayer; mthe .~().J?1e;Life events.
A Wedding: The eight covenants; G-d' weds Israel; The Tabernacle.
A Party· The Sabbath; The fiilm1ed feasts of the Old Testament; The Church Age;
Non-BiblicalJ eWislfho.l~~!lYs....:,.
The pmdigal!S'oil Jtefirilrls" The Fig Tree takes root; Land Ho! -- Palestine; Israel.
Bear Witness' Romans 11: 1 - 32; Modem Day Jews; Outreach; Final Words.
Optional thirteenth week -- Synagogue Service/ singing with Pastor Roger Nichols.
Other events available for your Church or group.

And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed (Genesis 12:3).
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G-D'SPLAN

INTRODUCTION
1. The First of Nations.

A. Israel.

B. Isaiah 45:4: For the sake of Jacob My servant, And Israel My chosen one, I
have also called you by your name; I have given you a title of honor Though you have not
known Me.

C. Psalm 145:9: The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are over all His
works.

D. Romans 9:4-5: by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they who are Israelites, to
whom belongs the adoption a s sons and the glory and the covenants and the giving of
the Law and the temple service and the promises, whose are the fathers, and from whom
is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Il. To the Jew first.

A. Romans 1:16: For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

B. Genesis 22: 18; Exodus 24:8; Isaiah 11:10; 42: 1-7; 49:6; 52: 15; 60:3; Malachi
1:l l.Matthew 10:5-6; 15:22-28; 8:5-13~uke 2:25-32; John 3: 1-3; 4: 1-26; Acts 1:8;
17: 1-4; Romans 10: 1.

C. Isaiah 40:6-8: All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the
field ... The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.

D. Romans 2:9: There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who
does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek.
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E. Romans 2: 10: ... glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to
the Jew first and also to the Greek.

F. Amos 3:2: You only have I chosen among all the families of the earth;
Therefore, I will punish you for all your iniquities.

G. Jeremiah 31:9: "With weeping they shall come, And by supplication I will lead
them; I will make them walk by streams of waters, On a straight path in which they shall
not stumble; For I am a father to Israel, And Ephraim is My first-born."

ill. Israel's Calling.

A. Genesis 12:1-3: Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives And from your father's house, To the land which I will show you;
And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And
so you shall be a blessing; And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses
you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. "

B. Galatians 3:8-9: And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE
NATIONS SHALL BE BLESSED IN YOU."

C. Romans 4: 13: For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would
be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.

D. Psalm 67: 1-2: , G-d be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to
shine upon us. Thy way may be known on the earth, Thy salvation among all nations.

E. Psalm 67:7: G-d blesses us, That all the ends of the earth may fear Him.

IV. Israel's Dilemma.
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A. Exodus 17:3: "Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our livestock with thirst?"

B. Exodus 19:3-6: Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of
Israel: 'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself 'Now then, ifyou will indeed obey My voice
and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all
the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 'These
are the words that you shall speak to the sons ofIsrael."

C. Hose 4:6: , I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have
forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

D. Isaiah 49:3: You are My Servant, Israel, In Whom I will show My glory,"

E. Isaiah 42: 18: Hear, you deaf And look, you blind, that you may see. Who is
blind but My servant, Or so deaf as My messenger whom I send?

V. What's in a name?

A. Names:

B. Matthew 9:20: And behold, a woman who had been suffering from a
hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak;

C. Numbers 15: 38-39: Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall
make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations,
and that they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of blue. And it shall be a tassel
for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD ...
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D. James 1:1: James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the
twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings.

E. Zechariah 14:6: Then it will come about that any who are left of all the nations
that went against Jerusalem will go. up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD
of hosts, and to celebrate the Feast of Booths.

F. Zechariah 8:23: Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'In those days ten men from all
the nations will grasp the garment of a Jew saying, "Let us go with you, for we have heard
that God is with you. "'

G. Isaiah 2:2-5: Now it will come about that In the last days, The mountain of the
house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised
above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. And many peoples will come and say,
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob;
That He may teach us concerning His ways, And that we may walk: in His paths." For the
law will go forth from Zion, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And He will
judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will
hammer their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not
lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war. Come, house of Jacob,
and let us walk in the light of the LORD.

P. O. Box 564, Boystown, NE 68010-0564 gdploutl.wps3196



1
1449

, ,,:j for they: will be f.illed. f
,.1.Blessed'are theunerdful,
~:~'"for,they,will:~ shown mercy.!'
':,~Blessedare the, pure In.heart, k .
•:;JI for they will see Go_d,l ", -, -,
'9Blessetlare the.peacemakers, m " " ..
: .dor .they will 'be.called sons of.God. n
lOBlessed'are those who' are, persecuted .:.
, because of righteousness," ';".'.
!. fQrtheirs is the .kingdom-of heaven, P :

II"Blessed are you when peophnnsiilt
you,q persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evilagainst you because of .me. r

12R~joiceand be glad, s because great is
your reward in neaven., for in tpe. ~e
way they' persecuted the prophets who
were before you. c. .. '.',"

MATTHEW 5:J8',
S:6·IJsirS5:1,'2·.
5:7 /S3as 2: 13 :

, 5:8 kPs,2>I:-3 4;:'
73:1 IPs 17:15;42:~"Heb12:14;
Rev 22:4; '. ,
S:9.mJas:i3;'18; .
5 Rp'I4-:l~Qvet .
44 45;:S'Rrn8:14
5:1'0 os rp~:3:t4
.pver 3'111'" r: .SMt2~:34' ('
5:11 QIsaSI:1".:
rs In 15:21·,",
5:12 sPs 9:2j'!, .
AcS:41j r.. /'S2Co6:IO;
1-2~IO;'CoII:24;
Jas.l :2;' 1Pe!l.:6;4:13,1'0~.,t2Ch36:16;-MI.2313t,(lZ;.
Ac7:52L' .1
ITb2:1);HebJ J :32-38

Salt and Light',

....... the-salt loses ttssaluness, how can 'it be
made' ,salt}":;{gam?,·It is no longer 'good for
anything, exeept sto ·be thrown. out.and
trampled by.men. U . :'

0' ··14fiYou:are;·the' 'light of the world. v .'A'
CItY on a hiil cannot'be nidden .. 15Neither
do peoplelight a.lamp :aM· put it under a
bowl'::In'stead they-put it on its stand; and
it gives ;light,...to' everyone in the house. w
14In the-same way, let-your lighBhiIie 00-
fore men.r .that they may see 'your good
deedsr and.pratse> your Pather.in he'ave~:.

The Fulfillment oj the Law
17"Do not th.ink that I have come to

abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have riot
5:13uMi:9:50; ab li h th b' fulfill thLk14:34,35 come to a,s, . eml ':1t to. . . em:~.',:" t:~~:~h I.~l't~ll. yo\! the ·truth, until heave~ anel'
Lk8:16;J 1:33 e~ disappear, not the smallest l~tter! ~ot5iI6XlCoIO:31; , . "~'13"You are the salt of the earth. But if PbpI:1l rSn[2:1~zsMI9:8~,p ..4JnIO:34,35;Ro,~:31 ",.~,;

1l'allSliteratjonof tl)e ,Greek. that has c~me. directly irito En· and ~~ctiv~ :SPiri~a'ijoi~otihose '~hQs'bare lr,(th,esal~~:
glish. Greek physidans w!lre am~ng the best.in andent tion of,th~ kingdom 'OfGod,'Seenotes'on Ps 1:li Rev 1;3;
times, and many of. our medical terms come' frOm their poor in spin't IIicontrilst<fothe spiritually proud and self·sllf~
language. . ". .': ., .... . Iicient.tIleils,is tile kingdo(7l.o/heaYell.·The kingdom is not
4!25. tIl~ Dee,apoiis. A league of free cities (see 'NN text., . so.m.ethlng earned. It is more a gift than a recomp~e.
notel-charactenzed by high Greek culture. All, ,but one, .5:5 meek. This beatitude is taken from Ps 37; 11 and refers
ScyihopoJis(Beth Shan), were east of the.sea of Galilee and nof-'SOlI)U~ "tb an ~tt1tucfetpward !I\an as to.a, diSposition
the]ordan River. The league stretched from a poiil\ northeast.., bef9,reGo~,'namely, ·lluml1lCY.· . ,.' ,. ,
of'the Sea of Galilee southward. to Philadelphia (modem .5:8. heart. 'The center of one's being, including mind, will
AJ,-- '"\). '. .,., ,and'emotions,(see note on Ps 4:7): .. '
5 :9 The Sermon on the Mount;is the !irst of .·live '5: ~3. 'salt 'Used fQr;f1avoringand preserving.. : "
gI\..... _.scourses inMatthew:lchs. 5-(; 10; 13; 18; 24-25),' .5:1:5 lamp. [n Jesus' day people used small c1i;lylamps that
It contains three typeS of ~aterialt (1) beatitud~,j,e., dega~, ' 'primed ol.i'::eoil drawn up by ~wi.cldsee fl!;>teon Ex: 25:37).
rations of blessedness [5:1-12), (2) ethical.admonltions .bowL A peCk·siZedbowl that lieU:! ground meal or flour.
(5:t3-20; 6;1-7:23) and (3) contrasts betweenJ.~us' eth· 5:16 Famer,in heaven. Matthew,uSes·the'terni:'Fathedii
leal teaching and Jewish legalistic traditions (5 :21'-48). The: beayen" or ':h~avenly Father" :IJ'times, whereas Mark antl
Serm?~ends with a sh~Jrtparable stressing the importance, of < .1-~euse !he tE!~ 9nly ol)ce each,.and John d~ not !.!SeIt
practiang what has Just been taught (7~24-2Z) and an,. at.aII, '.- ,.~.- ,,-1,... " . •. .. '. .'
expressionofamazement by the crowds at the authority with "5~17" 'tile 4i-1/;11ie ruSt live.books.of the Jewish SCripttiies
~ch Jesus spoke (7 :28-29): ,'. .' ',' .. ,lour' ·oT). cne 'Prophets.' 'Not' oIily Jhe latter Propl.l~
C Opinion differs as to whether the Seiinon, is a summary.of . ~ts-Isaiah, ,Jeremlah and' Ezekiel, :which 'we call: Major
wliltJesus taught on one occasion or a.compilation.of teaCh· Prophets, and the 12 Minor :Prophets' (lumped tclgether'ty
ngs presented. on numerous occasions. Ma!thew.possibly ,the Jews as ''the Book of the Twelve")-but also the so-
:ook:a single sermon and expanded It with.other·relevant :called Former Prophets Uoshua, Judges, Samuel and KJrigs).
.ea~ of Jeslis. Thirty·four df the verses in.Matthev/'s ., T~eh .together, "the Law',' and. "the Prophets" deSignated
iermon.occur in dlffe!:e!lt contexts in LuKe.:than.~e appat'· the ent;ite'0T, iriduding'the, Writings, the third'section of the
!lltly parallel Sermon on the Plain (Lk 6; 17--491. :' Hebrew;..Bilile.':See 13:'35; where Matthew introduces a
The Sermon on the Mount's call to moral and ethiciilliving quotation frem· the Writings (Ps· 78:2r With.. "what was

; so high that some' have dismissed it as 'being cGmpletely' spoken:through tlie prophet" ju!li'fL Jesus fulIiIIed the Law,in
mrealistic or have projected .its .fuIJillment to.Jhe:.future the sense that he gave,iUts.full meanlng ..He'emphasiZed its
ingdom. There,is no doubt, however, that Jesus (and,M.at· deep, under1ying principles and total commitment fo It rather
lewl gave the sermon'as:a standard for-all' Christians, than mere£Xtemal.acknowJedgment·and obedience.
!alizing that its demands cannot be met.in our own power. 5:.18-20. ·Jesus'is nGt speaking ,against 'obsendng:a11 the
is also.true,tbatjesus occasionally used hyperb61e;to make requirements of the Law, but against hypocritical, Pharisaical
is point (see, e.g., note on 5:29-30).,. ..... legalism. Such.legaJism was notthe.keeping of.all details of
:1 mountainside. The exact location.is uncertain. It may. the Lawbut the: lioUo;w·sham'of keeping laws eXternally, to.
~vebeen the gently sloping hillside a.tthe northwest comer gain merltbefore God;whlle:breaki.ng them inwardlY.:It was
. the Sea of Galilee, not far from Capernaum (see note_on Lk folloWing,the letter of thd.aw whllelgnoring its spirit Jesus
:20-.49). The new laW; lik~ 'the old' (Ex 19:3), '!Vasgiven repudiates thf'Phartsees' interpretation.of the Law and their
OlD a mountain. sat down. It was the custom faTJewisb view ofIighteousness by works. Heilreaches'a righteousness
bbis to be s.eat{!dwhile teaching (see Mk 4: 1; 9;35; Lk that comes .onl¥·through faith,in him 'and his worK. In the
20; 5:3; In '8:2). disciples. Ut "learners:" J.. • ~ verses that fOllow,he gives six examples of Pharisaical exter·
:3 Blessed.Thewordmeansmcirethan"happy;'beca~se nalism.;:·. ,. :" .... "
tppiness is an emotion often dependent on outward· dr· 5:18· smallest letter. One·word in Greek (iocal, whJch we
llDStances."Blessed" here refers to the ultimate well·being use when we say, "It'doesn't make one iota of dlfference:"1t



Proper Interpretation of".Hebrew Biblical Texts
(Last updated 2/4/00)

INTRODUCTION

The modern manner of interpreting Biblical text is commonly called exegesis. This method
concerns itself mostly with the literary and grammatical context of Scripture verses.
Practitioners of exegesis sometimes view anything beyond the literal text as "isogesis" and
often pay it little heed to it, or regard it with suspicion. This is an unfortunate error, a result
of a backlash against improper allegorizing of the Scriptures, resulting in a case where "the
baby is thrown out with the bathwater, "

With regard to the proper understanding of the Hebrew Scriptures in their proper context,
including the "New Testament" books, there are infact "levels" of interpretation that must .
be taken into consideration. This was the method used to write and interpret Scripture by
the authors themselves as well as the audience of their time and culture.

THE RULES OF PARDES INTERPRETATION *
The four level of interpretation are .called: Parshat, Remez, D'rash & Sod. The first letter of
each word P-R-D-S is taken, and vowels are added for pronunciation, giving the word
PARnES (meaning "garden" or "orchard"). Each layer is deeper and more intense than the
last, like the layers of an onion.

P'shat (pronounced peh-shaht',:' meaning "simple")

The p'shat is the plain, simple meaning of the text. The understanding of scripture in its
natural., normal sense using the customary meanings of the word's being used., literary style,
historical and cultural setting, and context. The p'shat is the keystone Of Scripture
understanding. If we discard the p'shat we lose any real chance of a.J? accurate understanding'
and we are no longer objectively deriving meaning from the Scriptures (exegesis), but
subjectively reading meaning into the scriptures (eisogesis). The Talmud states that no
passage loses its p'shat:

Talmud Shabbat 63a - Rabbi Kahana objected to Mar son of Rabbi Huna: But
this refers to the words of the Torah? A verse cannot depart from its plain
meaning, he replied '

Note that within the p'shat you can find several types oflanguage, including figurative,
symbolic and allegorical. The following generic guidelines can be used to determine if a
passage is figurative and therefore figurative even in its p'shat: .

. I. When an inanimate object is used to describe a living being, the statement is'
figurative. Example: Isaiah 5:7 - For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of
Israel, and the men 'of Judah his pleasant plant; and he lookedfor judgment, but
behold oppression; for righteousness, 'but behold a cry.

2. When life and ac~on are attributed to an inanimate object the statement is figurative.
, Example: Zechariah 5:1;..3 - Then 1 turned, and lifted up my eyes, and looked, and
be~old aflying scroll. And he said to me, What do you see? And 1 answered, 1 see a
flying scroll; its length is twenty cubits, and its width ten cubits. And he said to me,
This is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole earth,' for everyone who
steals shall be cut off henceforth, according to it,' and everyone who swears falsely
shall be cut off henceforth, according to it.

3., When ~ expression is out of character with the thing described, the statement is '
figurative. Example: Psalm 17:8 - Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the
shadow of your wings ...



Remez (pronounced reh-mez' - meaning "hint'')

Tills is where another (implied) meaning is alluded to in the text, usually _revealling a deeper
meaning. There may still be a p'shat meaning as well as another meaning as any verse can
have multiple levels of meaning. An example of implied IlRE:MEZII Proverbs 20: 10 -
Different weights, and different measures, both of them are alike an abomination to the
Lord. The p'shat would be concerned with a merchant using the same scale to weigh goods
for all of his customers. The remez implies that this goes beyond this into aspects offairness
and honesty in anyone IS life.

D'rash (pronounced deh-rahsh I also called "Midrash '')

This is a teaching or exposition or application of the P'shat and/or Remez. (In some cases
this could be considered comparable to a "sermon.") For instance, Biblical writers may take
two or more unrelated verses and combine them to create a verse(s) with a third meaning.

There are three rules to consider when utilizing the d'rash interpretation of a text:

1. A drash understanding can not be used to strip a passage of its p'shat meaning, nor
may any such understanding contradict the p'shat meaning of any other scripture
passage. As the Talmud states, ''Nopassage loses its p 'shat. II

2. Let scripture interpret scripture. Look for the scriptures themselves to define the
components of an allegory.

3. The primary components of an allegory represent specific realities. We should limit
ourselves to these primary components when understanding the text. .

Sod (pronounced sawd or s?od {like "wood"] - meaning "hidden ")

This understanding is the hidden, secret or mystic meaning of a text. An example most
people are familiar wit? is Revelation 13: 18, regarding the "beast" and the number "666."

EXAMPLES OF PARDES FROM MATTHEW

Examples of the Remez, D'rash and Sod, can be found in Matthew as follows. (Of course the
p'shat is throughout the text.) Without knowledge and application of the rules ofP ARDES,
these verses would eithernot make sense or indicate an error on the part of the author:

Remez .
Matthew 2:15 - "Out of Egypt I called my son. "This is a quote from Hosea 11: 1 that
Matthew is applying to Yeshua, Ifwe stuck to a literal exegesis only and researched
the quote, we would have to accuse Matthew of improperly using Scripture, as Hosea
is clearly speaking of the nation ofIsrael, and not the Messiah. Matthew however, is
hinting (a remez) at the relationship between Israel and the Messiah, in this and other
verses he uses.· .

D'rash ,
Matthew 18:18 - "... 'Whateveryou bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
~hatever y~u loose on earth will be loosed 'inheaven" This is a verse that has been
~te:rpreted ill ~umer0':ls. (incorrect) ways due to a lack of understanding that this a
d rash concerrung decisions one makes in their personal "walk with God" (called your
"halakha" in Hebrew/Judaism).

Sod
M~tthew2~:28- l'Then He. t~ok the cup, gave than~ and offered it to them saying,
Drink from. it a~l of you, This IS my blood ... 1/ Taken literally this verse verse would not
o~y be a violation of the Torah commandment against consuming blood' but along
mc~.9ther verses about eating Yeshua's flesh (John 6:51-56) could be rrr~unds for1},J1tteM.;.~ .- -. , F'.J.
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